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Dear Brotber, 


I H 15S Countty abounds with Plenty of all- Kinds of 2 
and is indeed a very Paradice, but every Thing is extremely 
_ occaſioned by the vaſt Taxes Which all Kinds of Perſons are 
obliged to pay. The Light is taxed in this Kingdom, ſo that 
People pay as much Money for letting Light into a Houſe as we do for 
the Rent of it in H be common Liquor of "this Country, 
which is excellent, is much dearer than Wine in moft Parts of G————=, 
occaſioned by the Duty, notwithſtanding” it is made of Barley, which 
grows in vaſt Plenty; in Truth, tho' Riches appear in great Abundance, 
the Inhabitants want all of it, for the common Neceſſaries of Life.” 18 
verty is no leſs conſpicuous, by which Means there are more Beggars here 
than in any Place I have ſeen. The Wages are ſo ſmall in the Country, 
compared to the great Price of Provifion, that a Penny in H. 
where our Taxes are ſo eaſy, will go farther than Sixpence here, mad 
they are ſo heavy ; wherefore Men and Women, whoſe beſt Labout i 
paſt, are obliged to beg, becauſe their Work cannot maintain them acl 
live by Charity. 


The Soldiers are the idleſt' and moſt blaſphemous Raſcals that ever live 
and their Officers a Set of Coxcombs, whoſe whole Conyerſation is a 
Whores, Drinking and Gaming; they do not ſeem to er 4 2 
of a God or Religion, and I verily believe that our Troo H--— 
can beat the whole Army out of the Kingdom, thoug *. is - Times 
our Number. Here is no General chal knows any Thing of Military 
Affairs except the ——. Commanding Officers 9, not made for Mili- 
tary Knowledge, but becauſe, they vote with, the M in Partament'; 
by which Means no Man takes the leaſt Pains to ftudy the Art Mik 


tary, ; and, if our General the C— was not here, if the French ſhould 


— —— —-— 2 


land, 


BIN, (4) 

land, and the be ſick, the Engliſh muſt ſoon be conquered ; for 
here is no Man, fit to command an Army. - I cannot help laughing 
to hear the People talk of their Liberty, when the ſevereſt Laws in Europe 
hang over their Heads; fo that if twenty of them meet together, and do 
not diſperſe at the Command of a petty. Officer, called a Juſtice of the 
Peace, they are all liable to be hanged ; and they are obliged to work 
fifteen or fixteen Hours. every Day, to get Bread for us as well as for 
themſelves ; and all their great Taxes are greatly encreaſing, ſo that a Man 
can ſcarce put a Silver Spoon in his Mouth without paying for it; and 
they talk of taxing Chimnies, and putting a higher Duty on Ale; fo that 
a poor Man or Woman will ſcarce be able to taſte it twice a Week. 


— 


0 


I am now cured of, what I falſely imagined, the bleſſed Condition 


of theſe People, before I ſa them. We are much happier than them, 
for whilſt their Labour is waſted in finding Money for the Defence of 
H, we affiſt them in nothing without being paid for it. 


When I left Z—— I thou ght we were deſigned to protect them in 
Caſe of an Invaſion from France, as moſt of the poor Souls think here 
at preſent, and are as civil as can be to us; but now 1 know the contrary, 


and that we are come on another Errand, and ſhall always tarry here unleſs 


H-—- be attacked, to prevent any Inſurrection that may ariſe on the 


Account of ſo much of their Money being ſpent in our Defence, whilſt, 


to ſay the Truth, their own Affairs are but little minded. 


The common People and the Gentry are either ſuch arrant Cowards, 


that the M——-— is afraid to truſt Arms in their Hands, or, if they 
| ſhould, that they will not bear ſuch great Taxes without attempting Re- 
_ dreſs; wherefore they dare not rely on them for the Defence of their 
Country, and yet they are always boaſting of their Courage. I am ſure 
if the French ſhould land, the Engliſb would be defeated if they ſtood 
to fight at all, wherefore it's well for them that we are here to defend 


The Women high and low are the damdeſt Whores in all Europe, Out 
Regiments are damnably pepper'd, fo that we are more afraid of their Wo- 
men than their Men. | , | | 


1 is impoſſible to expreſs how graciouſly we have been received at Court, 
and what great Dependance there is upon the Valour of our Troops, We 
ſhould have been encamp'd in a Park cloſe to the Palace, but it was not 
thought proper to ſhew the People how much more we ate eſteemed than 
«boil 7 Seyeral 


Several Germans are daily enliſting into the Guards, who are encouraged 
to come over on Purpoſe with that Deſign, which will inſenſibly habituate 


the Regiments to ſuch Mixture; and none of the C or Officers dare 
to complain of it, through Fear of being inſtantly diſcarded. I believe 
that G Officers will ſoon be admitted, becauſe there is one H— 


already, contrary to the Laws, made Captain of a Ship of War. 1 


hear the E-— Troops are to be ſhip'd off by little and little, till we 
ſhall be more numerous than them; after which, what ſhall hinder us 
from being their Maſters! For it is reſolved the Natives ſhall not have 


Arms. | f 


Our Friend Muller expected to hear from you concerning what he wrote 
you, but attributes your Silence to the troubleſome Affair you are ſo good 


as to undertake for him. 


My Compliments at Home, and believe me ever, 


Your moſt aſfectionate Brother, 


From our Camp near Canterbury, 
; Aug. 20, 1756 


Herman Van Weiſſel. 
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